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LIFE
AFTER
DEATH

Treasures from the
Royal Tombs of Ur

The ancient Mesopotamian city of Ur is
located in present day Iraq. During the
Early Dynastic III period (ca.2600-2350
BC), the ruling families of Ur were buried
in tombs filled with treasures made from
exotic materials.

One of the tombs belonged to a Queen called
Puabi. She wore a gold floral headdress
and a beaded cape made from gold,
carnelian, and Tlapis Tazuli. Court
attendants and guards were sacrificed to
accompany their masters in the journey to
the afterlife. In one tomb, the bodies of
sixty-eight women and six men wearing
simpler headdresses were ritually killed
and buried. The bodies were accompanied by
musical instruments, such as harps and
lyres, suggesting  they were court
musicians.

This burial practice indicates a belief in
1ife after death. The precious objects may
have ensured a more prestigious afterlife,
either as provisions for the dead or as
gifts for the gods. The practice may also
be inspired by a Mesopotamian myth called
The Descent of Inanna, goddess of love and
fertility. The myth recounts her journey
to the realm of the dead. Inanna wears a
headdress and strands of beads which she
removes when passing through each gate to
the underworld.
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Head Ornament

British Museum Collection Online:
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W 1929-1017-148



https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1929-1017-148
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