
Setting up a Subject Specialist Network  
Monday 30 November 2020, 12.00 – 2.30pm (GMT)  
Jessica Juckes, Coordinator, British Art Network, Tate 
 
Attendees 
 
UK 
Vesta Curtis, British Museum 
Anna Garnett, Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology 
 
ITP Fellows 
 
Alsu Akhmetzyanova, Arts and Culture Development Foundation (Uzbekistan, ITP Fellow 2019) 
Tamara Alateya, Basra Heritage Office (Iraq, ITP Fellow 2019) 
Khadijeh Zohreh Baseri, Golestan Palace (Iran, ITP Fellow 2007) 
Ishaq Mohammad Bello, National Museum Kaduna (Nigeria, ITP Fellow 2012) 
Pankaj Protim Bordoloi, Rashtrapati Bhavan Museum (India, ITP Fellow 2018) 
Ketevan Chitashvili, Money Museum of the National Bank of Georgia (Georgia, ITP Fellow 2019) 
Rasha Ali Attia Abd El-Mageid, Alexandria National Museum (Egypt, ITP Fellow 2011) 
Beimote Ngozi Etim, Currency Museum, Central Bank of Nigeria (Nigeria, ITP Fellow 2017) 
Gertrude Aba Eyifa-Dzidzienyo, University of Ghana (Ghana, ITP Fellow 2009) 
J.M. Gandhimathi, Government Museum, Chennai (India, ITP Fellow 2017 
Shambwaditya Ghosh, Ambedkar University (India, ITP Fellow 2012 & Senior Fellow 2015) 
Dayang Morzanah Awang Haddy, Sarawak Museum (Malaysia, ITP Fellow 2015) 
Saadu Hashim Rashid, National Museums of Kenya (Kenya, ITP Fellow 2012) 
Dikko Idris, National Museum, National Commission for Museums and Monuments 
(Nigeria, ITP Fellow 2011) 
Mahesh Kalra, Reserve Bank of India Museum (India, ITP Fellow 2011) 
Heba Khairy, Grand Egyptian Museum (Egypt, ITP Fellow 2017) 
Roshan Mishra, Taragaon Museum (Nepal, ITP Fellow 2018) 
Eileen Musundi, National Museum of Kenya (Kenya, ITP Fellow 2008 & ITP Senior Fellow 2013) 
Joyee Roy, Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata (India, ITP Fellow 2011) 
Dilek Karaaziz Şener, Hacettepe Art Museum (Turkey, ITP Fellow 2018) 
Siddhant Shah, Museum Access Consultant and Founder, Access For ALL 
Ala Talebian, Tehran University (Iran, ITP Fellow 2017) 
Andrea Terrón Gomez, Museum Specialist and Independent Consultant (Guatemala, ITP Fellow 2017 
& Senior Fellow 2018) 
Aprille Tijam, Ayala Museum (Philippines, ITP Fellow 2018) 
Chantal Umuhoza, Institute of National Museums of Rwanda (INMR) (Rwanda, ITP Fellow 2018) 
Barbara Vujanović, Meštrović Atelier (The Ivan Meštrović Museums) (Croatia, ITP Fellow 2016) 
Nurcan Yalman, Nisantasi University (Turkey, ITP Fellow 2017) 
İrem Yıldız, University of Oxford (Turkey, ITP Fellow 2017) 
Fatih Yucel, Sabanci University (Turkey, ITP Fellow 2014) 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Subject Specialist Networks (SSN) bring together specialists in a particular area of museum work or 
collections research. In the UK, the wide range of SSNs includes Dress and Textiles, Islamic Art and 
Material Culture, Rural Museums, and Plastics! 
 



Specialists can often feel isolated within their institution and local museum ecology. SSNs offer a way 
for people to link up and share knowledge and ideas with people across their region or nation who 
are doing similar work. 

 
At a time of great economic difficulty worldwide, with staff cuts and contracts not renewed, many 
specialists may be asked to take on a more generalist role in their museums. Engagement with an 
SSN allows specialists the time and space to continue developing their area of specialism. It also 
gives the chance to support to those who have been given responsibility over an aspect of the 
collection or museum work that is newer to them.  
 
Involvement with an SSN can also offer real benefit towards museum workers’ wellbeing, enabling 
them to encounter people facing similar challenges and foster solidarity, mutual support and 
collaboration. 
 
https://www.subjectspecialistnetworks.org.uk/ 
Subject Specialist Network Consortium for information about existing subject specialist networks in 
the UK. 
 
https://www.highfidelity.com  
Online platform where you can emulate networking like in the real world! 
 
Networks We Know: 
 
In India there are quite a few:  
For Anthropology, Oral History Association, Rock Art Association, Folklore and FolkArt, Art History 
Congress. Also some more informal groups, like Heritage Custodian Group and regional history and 
archaeology networks  
 
The Centre for Documentation in Croatia fulfils some of the training side of what an SSN can offer.  
Society for Art Historians in Croatia 
 
In Kenya, there is the Archaology Association and Anthropologists in Kenya  
 
Friends of Fort Jesus, Kenya 

Open to researchers, museum staff for general heritage. Providing support to museums and staff. 
Private collectors making monthly presentations. Outreach to local schools in remote areas. Online 
newsletter, plans to deliver support online during COVID. 
 
In the UK, there is the University Museums Group (UMG): 
http://universitymuseumsgroup.org/  
Open to researchers, museum staff for general heritage. Providing support to museums and staff. 

https://www.subjectspecialistnetworks.org.uk/
https://www.highfidelity.com/
http://universitymuseumsgroup.org/


Private collectors making monthly presentations. Outreach to local schools in remote areas. Online 
newsletter, plans to deliver support online during COVID 
In the UK – DCN: Disability Collaborative Network for Museums  
www.musedcn.org.uk  
They do consultancy and advocacy work 
 
Money and Medals Network, British Museum.  
http://www.moneyandmedals.org.uk/ 
For museums in Britain with coins and medals collections - they train and produce a newsletter for 
numismatics in Britain. Currently running training classes via Zoom 
 
 

 
 

 
What’s the first step you will take after the session: 
 
Aprille Tijam: I will research what are indeed the specialist networks in existence here in my country. 
I might not be updated :)  
 
Siddhant Shah: Benchmark other networks  
 
Claire Messenger: Talk to our ITP network about what might be possible and what we might be able 
to do together.... 
 
Barbara Vujanović: I am thinking of initiating a sculpture museum network. so the first step would be 
to talk to other colleagues in similar museums in Croatia if they're interested, and if they are we 
could start to talk with the Ministry of Culture. 
 
Chantal Umuhoza: May be ITP fellows from Africa we can work something out. I am going to initiate 
curating network in my country probably it will be expanded to East Africa region 
 
Eileen Musundi: Start on researching and building a database 
 

http://www.musedcn.org.uk/
http://www.moneyandmedals.org.uk/

