


 

 

 

Two friends on a boat: 

Turkish shadow puppet journeys 
 

Turkish shadow theatre is a traditional form of entertainment popular since 

the 16th century.  Organised as plays and performed in public and in private 

houses, shadow theatre was particularly popular during the month of 

Ramadan and to mark significant life events. Usually performed by one 

puppeteer, sometimes with the help of an assistant, the plays are a depiction 

of the everyday life and struggles of ordinary people.  Combining humour and 

satire the plays could reflect the social and political issues of the time. 

 

Two plays, The boat and The boat trip to Yalova, present two friends from the 

same neighbourhood, Karagöz and Hacivat, trying to earn a living by ferrying 

passengers and goods across the Bosphorus.  The journeys back and forth are 

full of ups and downs. Through the boat crossings on the water, other 

journeys can also be extrapolated: the journey of two friends as they struggle 

though life to make ends meet and feed their families, but also journeys 

involving the audience, carrying them to an imaginary world where anything 

is possible. 
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