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• ITP benefits, further collaborations and friendships forever 

One of the main benefits of working internationally I feel is the experience of new 

cultures which is my main passion and profession as well. It gives you cultural awareness and 

acceptance, which can help break down cultural barriers while interacting with people of 

different backgrounds. When you are building relationships with other fellows, it helps to have 

some perspective and understanding of their cultures and that enables you to explore collections 

for creative inspiration, scientific research and enjoyment at the same time. It’s a very 

challenging and unique experience to discover how other cultures express themselves, share 

their mindset, values, goals, their humor, their worries and their practices. These values and 

new practices will be transferred and will have a high impact on improving productivity and 

adherence to quality standards at my institution, with my teams and colleagues. 

 

I believe an international experience such as the one in the ITP helped me to improve my 

personal skills such as communication, teamwork, planning and organizing exhibition projects 

in a more inclusive and accessible way for all. The ITP is a long-term project for every 

participant which gives the opportunity to develop and keep in touch with highly qualified 

museum specialists from around the globe. It is a programme that gives you an insight into 

every museology aspect. Indeed, the ITP has given me more than just knowledge I may apply, 

it has become the greatest achievement in my professional and personal life. 

 



There is no doubt that the ITP strongly improved my future career in museums by gaining this 

experience and by developing and observing professional 

curating methods about exhibitions, interpretation, display, 

concept design, engagement and inclusiveness. I will also aim to 

improve our educational programmes for children to make them 

more effective and creative by using ideas and activities I saw 

from the BM subject specialist sessions. They all provided me 

with lots of creative motivation and information which will 

absolutely help my museum to progress. Meeting the ITP 

fellows was like meeting old friends for the first time. Actually, 

we have achieved deep and strong connections between us 

thanks to the ITP experience and that’s why we are actively 

discussing ideas for future collaboration and hopefully very soon 

we will come up with an innovative proposal regarding living traditions – music and dance 

beyond the sky’s limits.   

 

 

 

• Visiting other museums and exhibitions 

My unforgettable museum highlight experience is The world of Stonehenge temporary 

exhibition at the British Museum – stunning exhibition, so impressive and unique! The concept 

had a scientific approach presented in a very comprehensive way. It brings the monument into 

focus from carved rock, hunter – gatherer and the cultural impact of the earliest farmers, 

crafting stone tools, trading and migration, grave burials and urn burials, development of 

copper, bronze, gold, the importance of solar symbolism and several extraordinary and 

exceptional objects, which gives you the opportunity to learn more and explore the strong social 

relationships at that time!  It was fascinating to see how all these elements contributed to an 

amazing experience during your visit and the feeling after it! 

Furthermore, I was impressed by the Elaine Evans Archaeology Gallery at Brighton Museum 

which had a very innovative, creative, educational and interactive way to explore the gallery. 

It was easy to actually imagine life in the prehistory periods and to relate to those humans 

mentioned in the gallery.  



Also, I really enjoyed our visit at The Museum of Brands together with Haneen Saleh Mukho 

from Palestine. The display focuses 

on the development of brands and 

products from the Victorian day to 

the present. It was like a nostalgic 

journey full of retro delights. We 

shared our experience, travelling in 

time with all the different brands and 

we then presented a wonderful 

presentation on our assignment for 

the Museum Project Day which was 

a lovely activity for all fellows. 

Furthermore, I must mention Van 

Gogh, the Immersive Experience, 

which was visually spectacular in 

general, especially due to the fact that I had the chance to take part in a virtual reality experience 

which guides the viewer through a ten-minute, rich journey to discover the inspiration behind 

the artist’s iconic works. Unforgettable and a unique experience! 

 

 

• ITP activities and day trips 

Another magical moment to be remembered forever is our visit to Her Majesty’s Theatre to see 

the musical, The Phantom of the Opera. The costumes, lighting, stage, decor and even the 

special effects – not to mention the performance – were absolutely amazing  and spectacular.  

Visiting Stonehenge was a breathtaking moment for everyone, 

I still can’t believe that we have been there and I had so much 

fun with all the fellows during our visit. In addition, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



I have to mention our day trip to Cambridge where we visited The Fitzwilliam Museum, The 

Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology and 

The Heong Gallery. The most exciting and 

unforgettable experience of our visit was the 

punting tour given by John MacGinnis (Middle 

East department, the British Museum) along the 

river, where we had the chance to hear about the 

history of Cambridge and its famous colleges. 

 The day trips organized by the ITP were an 

amazing opportunity to bond with the whole 

group. Since we still had weekends and free 

days, we also organized some day trips of our 

own. We went to Brighton on a sunny Sunday with the help of Claire Messenger, ITP Manager. 

We also had the opportunity to get to know each other more, taking time out in front of the 

relaxing view. We then organized a trip to the astonishing White Cliffs of Dover. We visited 

Dover Castle which 

was impressive, but the 

best part was the long 

walk we took up to the 

cliff and the rewarding, 

stunning view at the 

end of this enlightening 

journey. I feel deeply 

thankful to the ITP 

team for making all 

these activities happen. 

 

 

• UK Partner museum 

I’m so grateful to Ronan Brindley and Campbell Price for their 

hospitality in Manchester and our one-day visit to Liverpool; 

they offered so much kindness and positive energy and made a 

fantastic effort to organize our stay there. We had such a warm 

welcome from all staff members from Manchester Art Gallery, 

Platt Hall and Manchester Museum (ITP UK Partner museums) 

- many thanks to all of them as well!  



At Manchester Art Gallery we had the chance to examine and discuss temporary exhibitions in 

depth, visit their galleries in detail and learn more about their upcoming projects and changes 

to their permanent display. We also visited Platt Hall behind 

the scenes to see their new museum experiment and get 

involved in a family art workshop focused on community 

engagement. I sincerely enjoyed my stay there and hopefully 

will transfer these approaches into our educational 

department to inspire new projects specifically related to 

community engagement. At Manchester Museum we met 

most of the museum working teams and museum staff 

members during professional discussions about their new 

permanent display and upcoming activities. I was impressed 

by the museum’s museological approaches to community 

engagement and cultural accessibility, including all current 

social issues which were focused on in a very inclusive way. 

In my institution, we are refurbishing our permanent gallery 

and as one of the coordinators in my team, I have already suggested some conceptual design 

ideas, inspired by Manchester Museum’s permanent exhibition approach.  

 

• Acknowledgements 

Being the first ITP delegate from North Macedonia gave me the chance to promote our cultural 

heritage in a very professional way and at the same time gave me the enjoyable responsibility 

of implementing and sharing the knowledge and experience I gained from the ITP with 

colleagues in my institution. I’m deeply grateful to the Marie-Louise von Motesiczky 

Charitable Trust for giving me this great opportunity of specifically gaining essential 

knowledge for further professional development throughout this significantly unique journey. 

My participation in the ITP would not be possible without your support! 

I would like to express my special gratitude to the ITP Manager Claire Messenger, who was 

very supportive, kind, cooperative and 

always reflected real working examples, 

together with the whole ITP team! I 

must add this – she has a very unique 

and lovely sense of humour, love it! My 

special thanks to Anna Cottle - 

International Training Programme 

Coordinator and George Peckham - 

International Training Programme 

Assistant who became our colleagues 

and dear friends forever. I really feel 

nostalgic for their positive energy and 

willingness to do everything for all of us 

at any time and I hope we will have 

further collaboration in the future and 

we will meet again soon!  



I am very thankful to Ross Thomas, Curator of the Greek and Roman Department, who actually 

announced that I had been selected to be part of the programme and was my first connection 

with the ITP team! During our stay he dedicated his whole time to make our experience in the 

British Museum satisfying and unforgettable. Also, we had very useful and inspiring 

discussions about our work, filled with lots of positive energy, professionalism and enthusiasm. 

I hope that we do keep in touch and have future collaborations on excavations or research 

projects relating to our professional interests.  

Also, many thanks to all staff members of the Department of Greece and Rome at the British 

Museum, which made us feel very welcome and comfortable by providing us with assistance 

in collections research relevant to our 

professional specializations .We spent quality 

time with curators in the Greek, Roman and 

Byzantine galleries and also storerooms, 

learning more about the research approach for 

the Naukratis project which was a new and 

exciting experience for all of us and for the 

first time we had the chance to be part of an 

archive research session. Some objects from 

the Iron Age Collection that I expressed a 

desire to see, could actually be part of my new 

research that I’m working on. That’s one of my priority projects at the moment!  

I appreciate having the opportunity to listen to 

a range of tailored sessions from which I got 

greater knowledge, motivation, new ideas, a 

chance to create a wider network of colleagues 

to collaborate with, and encouragement to 

implement all of that into my organization. I 

sincerely enjoyed all sessions chosen 

according to my professional interests and I 

would like to say many thanks to the ITP team 

for their fantastic choice and for all the British 

Museum staff who led the sessions, which 

were very useful and well organized.  

For our project, Object in focus, we had the most positive mentor in the world! Dr Helen 

Anderson – Project Curator for the Africa section at the 

British Museum - thank you so much for your invaluable 

support! It was a very challenging project for all of us! We 

had the opportunity to emphasize our own interpretation of 

an object to create labels, panels, poster designs and display, 

and working together as a team, we hopefully managed to 

create an attractive exhibit! Also, during this project work, 

we improved our communication skills and got encouraging 

inspiration for our next upcoming projects at work!  



Finally, I would like to express my special thanks to my institution and my close colleagues 

for their full support from the very beginning, before the pandemic happened, during COVID-

19 and finally during my unforgettable time spent in London! 

P.s. We were very lucky with good, sunny weather over the whole time of our stay there, deeply 

thankfull to the weather as well, CHEERS!  

 

 

 

 


