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Introduction 
 

First, I would like to thank dear Claire Messenger – Manager of the International Training 
Programme (ITP) at the British Museum - who supported me immediately when I applied 
for International Training Programme Conference Grant 2023, which is supported by the 
Marie-Louise von Motesiczky Charitable Trust.  My many thanks go to all of those who 
made my attendance possible.  
 
By the same token, it's great for me to give all my thanks to my dear Professor Dr M J 
Driscoll, Professor of Old Norse Philology, University of Copenhagen, Department of 
Nordic Studies and Linguistics Arnamagnæan Institute. He is the head of the 
organisational committee of ‘The 19th International Seminar on the Care and 
Conservation of Manuscripts’ at the University of Copenhagen. 
 

 
My photo with professor Dr M J Driscoll, the head of the conference. 
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As usual I say that the ITP changed my life. It was the first school for me in museum 
studies in 2013 and now, after 10 years, I am teaching with these ITP materials in 
several aspects of museology to my students in Archaeology & Museum Studies, at the 
Archaeology Faculty, Ain Shams University, Cairo. 
 
Two years ago, I was working as the Head of Collection Management at the Museum of 
Islamic Art (MIA) where I had been for over eleven years, and I remember that I 
understood collection management at museums during the International Training 
Programme for the first time. It was the first lecture in the ITP lecture room at the British 
Museum (BM) and it gave a very clear message ‘if you have collection management 
you have a museum’. 
 
I was also former deputy director of the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo, and the ITP 
helped me so much in this career, as I was able to learn at the British Museum how to 
manage and how to make international cooperations at the Museum. 
 
I have built on my ITP experiences in my work field and this conference focused on one 
of the very important aspects, which is collection management in museums, and I 
presented, in a very practical form, my knowledge from both the ITP and the MIA. I 
believed this conference would help me to open a new network with many specialists in 
museology and I hoped that I could also introduce the ITP School in this event. 
 

 
The conference registration. 

 
The conference included many sorts of knowledge from different museums around the 
world, which helped me to contact and exchange our experiences together. 
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The opening of conference. 

 
 
The main goal for this research project is to put in place a general policy for the 
conservation, cataloguing, and digitisation for the manuscripts at the Museum of Islamic 
Art in Cairo.  By following the same principles of manuscript policies for care and 
conservation of international libraries & museums, this will help MIA, Cairo with the 
digitisation of its manuscripts online collections. 
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Lectures in the conference. 

 

 
I completely trust in the ITP for their support all the time, and I was sure the ITP would 
support me to attend the conference of ‘The 19th seminar on the Care and Conservation 
of Manuscripts’ to be held at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark, 19-21 April 2023, 
to present my proposed paper, ‘Collection management of Islamic manuscripts at the 
Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo: Study for conservation and digitization’. This was 
an international publication for me, and one of the steps to push me for the great and 
higher degrees for my academic and professional career. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I mentioned and appreciated the ITP support in my talk front of all who participated in the 

conference. 
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Conference experience 
 
I think, all of the sessions, workshops, lectures, brain-storming and discussions were very 
useful for me as they followed the focus of my academic research and my major studies 
for museum collection management. Below I wanted to share the titles and speakers on 
the first day of the conference timetable. 

 
 

 

 
Part of main topics & participates in the conference. 
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Part of main topics & participates in the conference. 
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My talk was at the beginning of the second day of the conference – see the schedule 
below. I was talking about a very important topic, which related to MIA collection 
management and it was entitled ‘Collection management of Islamic manuscripts at 
the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo: Study for conservation and digitization’.  

 

 
 

My talk was at the beginning of the second day of the conference. 
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I chose Islamic Manuscripts at the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo (MIA) for my research 
project, and the conference offered me deeper thinking about the manuscripts 
collections, which in turn helped me to focus on the ideal way for conservation, 
classification, and cataloguing for (MIA) manuscripts. The Islamic Manuscripts at the 
Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo includes over 2700 manuscripts, which cover the 
eastern and western Islamic World within all ages in Islamic history. In addition to the 
Arabic, Persian and Turkish manuscripts, MIA preserves manuscripts in other oriental 
languages. Among these are texts in Sanskrit, Syriac, Mongolian, Samaritan, Armenian, 
Bengali, Hebrew and Hindi. One language is often represented by only a single volume. 
The collection also includes at least eight Ethiopian, ten Hebrew and thirteen Javanese 
manuscripts as well as eleven volumes written in Sanskrit. So is was the perfect choice 
as a case study for cataloguing and the basics of conservation and digitization. 
 
Research Importance 
 
- This project will be the first project for the cataloguing for 2700 manuscripts at the 
Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo, all of them currently without classification, just the 
general information in the original museum's registration records. 
 
- This project will be of help to the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo for the digitization for 
the manuscripts online collections. 
 

 
Research goals 
 
The main goal for this research project is to put in place a general policy for the 
conservation, cataloguing, and digitization for the manuscripts at the Museum of Islamic 
Art in Cairo following the same principles of manuscript policies for care and 
conservation of international libraries & museums. 
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My presentation at the conference. 
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Networking & The future 
 
The attendance of the conference was a very impressive experiment for me. I attended 
around 32 presentations from 65 presenters in three days, choosing from two sessions A 
and B. 
 
And I met around 250 ‘in person’ participants from many museums and universities, from 
over 32 countries around the world.  There were also over 150 online participates. All 
talks will be published in one edition through this year, and the next conference will be 
prepared for 2024 around the same time. 

 
 

 

 
My presentation at the conference. 
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Confirmation for my attendance & participation in the conference. 
  


