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Astrolabe

Lahore, India (now Pakistan), Mughal Period
1070 AH 1659-1660 CE.

This astrological instrument consists of six brass plates with elaborate decoration on top and
engraved tables and circles on both sides. A rotating two-dimensional sphere represents the
motions of the sun and stars and was used for determining the position of them to calculate
time and space.

This astrolabe-was made by Muhammad Muqgim, who belonged to a Lahore family and he made
37 astrolabes in his life-time. Making and using an astrolabe needs creativity and ingenuity. It
was thought that a person who held the astrolabe, was in fact holding the universe.
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