









































The Birth of Buddha



The Great Departure






The First Sermon at the Deer Park in Sarnath



Mahaparinirvana
Passing away and attainment of salvation of the Buddha




Buddhism in Gandhara

The art of Gandhara was mainly Buddhist. Buddhist canons tell us of
the missions sent to the Gandharan regions by the Indian emperor
Ashoka of the Mauryan Dynasty (ca. 272 - 232 BCE). During this
period, two major monuments, the Great Stupa at Butkara and the
Dharmarajika Stupa at Taxila were built. The indo-Greek king
Menander is also said to have patronised Buddhism as did the
Kushan rulers who followed in the 1st century onwards. Many stupas
were built in the 1st century BCE and 1st century CE.

Buddhism offered an easier way of assimilating various peoples who
came to these lands into the society than the caste-based
Brahmanical religion. During the Kushan period, the Gandharan
region transformed into a land of Buddhist pilgrimage with many
thousands of monasteries built across the region.












Sakyamuni Buddha in abhaya-mudra

The Gandhara style of art flourished in 1st - 3rd

century CE in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Kashmir and was
influenced by western and Indic traditions. This elegant
sculpture of the standing Sakyamuni in abhaya-mudra
(gesture of reassurance) depicts a serene face with wavy
hair running back into the ushnisha (mound) and a large
urna (whorl) between the eyebrows. The shapely lips
above a jutting chin, elongated ears, dense drapery folds,
the flexed-knee posture add a stately grace to the figure.

2nd - 3rd century CE
Takht-i-Bahi (in present day Pakistan), Gandhéra, Kushan period

Stone (grey schist)
“1889,1109.1
















