
Dress and Textile Display

Exhibition mounting techniques 



Flat Textiles

• Fabric covered boards

• Rollers

• Velcro and batten

• Fabric sleeve and pole

• Frames and mounts



Dress and 3D textiles

• Mannequins and busts

• Stands

• Padded boards

• Shaped supports

• Hats and shoes



Flat Textiles -Fabric covered vertical 
boards

• Textiles in good condition can be displayed 
vertically by sewing them to a padded fabric 
covered board.

• This method of display enables the whole 
textile to be shown.

• The boards can be suspended using nylon 
thread or fixed to a wall or backboard of a 
case using brackets or pins.



Flat textiles – vertical padded board



Flat textiles -Fabric covered sloping 
boards

• Fabric covered boards displayed at an angle can 
be used for textiles too weak or damaged to be 
sewn

• Also used to safely display objects made from 
non woven materials such as skin and barkcloth
that cannot be stitched.

• Fabric with a Knapp cut slightly smaller than the 
textile stitched to the board gives extra support. 

• Magnets can also be used



Flat textiles – fabric covered sloping boards



Flat Textiles – Rollers and battens

There are several methods for hanging flat 
textiles vertically. All give support across the 
full width of the fabric, spreading any tension 
evenly.

• Laid over a fabric covered roller

Used to show half or part of the textile

• Rolled round a roller 

Used to display one end or part of a long textile



Flat textiles – laid over a fabric covered roller



Flat textiles – long textile rolled round a Perspex 
tube to show middle panel 



Flat textiles – textile too long for the case rolled 
to show one end



Flat textiles – battens and poles

• Flat textile can be fixed to a batten or wall 
using Velcro to display the whole of large 
textiles

• Flat textile can also be hung from a pole 
through a fabric sleeve sewn along the top of 
a textile 



Flat textiles – fixed to a batten using Velcro



Flat textiles – pole slotted through a fabric 
sleeve sewn on the back of the textile



Dress and 3D textiles – full costume 
on mannequin with head 



Dress and 3D textiles – full costume 
on mannequin without head 



Dress and 3D textiles – torso covered with 
polyester felt to support cloak



Dress and 3D textiles – torso padded to fit 
costume



Dress and 3D textiles – full costume using torso 
without head



Dress and 3D textiles – stands and poles



Dress and 3D textiles – stand with shaped 
support





Dress and 3D textiles – padded boards



Dress and 3D textiles - hats



Dress and 3D textiles – hats padded with solid 
fabric covered form 



Dress and 3D textiles – shoes padded with 
wadding and fabric covered insert 
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