Textile Collections Care: Mounting and Display
Exhibition Mounting Techniques

Mounting Flat Textiles

e Rollers

Fabric covered rollers are used when only part of the textile needs to be displayed
either by laying the textile over the roller to show half or part of the textile or rolling part
of the textile to display one end of a long textile. Two rollers, one top and bottom can be
used to show a middle section.

The roller can be hung using nylon thread or fixed to a wall or backboard of the case
using brackets. Rollers give support across the full width of the fabric, spreading any
tension evenly.




. Velcro and Sleeves

Velcro strips and calico sleeves sewn along the top of a textile can be used when displaying
the whole of a textile.

Velcro is made up of two sections, one made up of loops (soft side) and the other of hooks
(rougher side) that lock when pushed together. The loop strip is stitched to a calico backing
and sewn along the top edge of the textile. The corresponding hook side is stapled directly
onto a wall or case backboard. A flat textile could also be hung from a pole slotted through
a fabric sleeve sewn along the back top edge of the textile.




e Fabric covered boards

Vertical

Textiles in good condition can be displayed vertically by sewing them to a fabric covered
padded board. Some textiles that cannot be sewn such as skin and barkcloth can be
attached using magnets. This method of display enables the whole textile to be shown. The
boards can be hung using nylon thread or fixed to a wall or backboard of the case using
pins or brackets.

ol

B
M
o
N
ol
N
N
M
N
ol
M
M
N
o]
N
N
E
K

XXXXXHX!XXX:HXI:

Sloped

Fabric covered boards displayed at an angle are used for textiles too weak or damaged to
be sewn to the board.

Non-woven objects made from materials such as skin and barkcloth that cannot be stitched
can be displayed safely using this method.

Fabric with a nap cut slightly smaller than the textile being displayed will give extra support
and allow the textile to be displayed at a steeper angle if necessary.







Textile Collections Care: Mounting and Display
Exhibition Mounting Techniques

Mounting dress and 3D textiles

e Mannequins and busts
Mannequins are used when you want to display a complete costume made up of several
garments including hats, shoes and other accessories such as jewellery and bags. The
forms you can use come in many different types from a full mannequin with head, arms and
legs to a bust with an upper body on a stand.

Dressing a bust or mannequin
e Before starting to dress, think about the order to put the clothes on the bust or
mannequin. Always start at the bottom and mount trousers or skirts before blouses,
gowns and jackets.

e Where possible don’t use original ties and fastenings. They may be weak and could
strain the garment and cause damage. Cotton tape wrapped round or the waist can
be used to hold up trousers or skirts or threaded through and used instead of an
original draw string.



e Handle garments carefully when dressing. Delicate fabrics can rip if pulled too firmly.
Sometimes there are several layers to a costume with the most delicate piece such
as a chemise underneath and several heavier layers of waistcoat, jacket etc. on top.

e Make sure garments cannot be removed or touched when on open display. Stitch
items that could be easily removed such as hats, headdresses and belts in place
with cotton thread that matches the colour of the textile. The stiches should however
be visible to museum staff handling the displayed items.

e Shaped Padded boards and T-bar stands

Another method used to display a costume is to hang it from a T- bar and support using
a shaped padded board inside the garment. This creates a flatter effect which can be a
more effective in emphasising the cut of the garment. Garments with straight shoulders
or without sleeves can be supported on a fabric covered split roller, other garments such
as tailored dresses or uniform jackets have to be padded at the shoulder. A padded
board is hung from the roller to give shape and support.




Shaped padded boards can also be used to display single garments and mounted on a
backboard, suspended using nylon thread or for fragile pieces lying flat on a fabric
covered slope.




e Hats, headdresses and shoes

Hats and headdresses can be displayed on a mannequin with a head, padded with a
solid fabric covered form and supported with a dowel or metal rod either as part of a
complete costume or separately on its own.

Shoes and boots are stuffed to support and shape using a calico pad and fabric covered
insert. They can be displayed as part of a complete costume or sit separately in a case.




